Resolution Writing:
From UPMUNC 2011 delegate guide, bestdelegate.com and wikimun, UNA-USA’s website updated, edited and revised by Lincoln Fitch and Aylx Heyer.

Basics:
Resolutions are the goal of all the official business conducted in GA’s and many specialized agencies including the Security Council and most meetings of international bodies (though they often take on a less important role).  Resolutions theoretically resolve the issues that your committee is facing.

Most of the discussion pertaining to an agenda issue will lead to three sequential types of documentation: first, a working paper and followed by a draft resolution, and finally once the draft resolution is passed it becomes a resolution.  The resolution should read as a single sentence, meaning that there is only one period – at the end of the resolution. 
Working Paper 
A working paper is the first piece of documentation where delegates collectively write down their ideas. There is no set format for a Working Paper; though they usually take the basic form of a Resolution. As Working Papers are being drafted, blocs are starting to form, though they are not solidified. For this reason, multiple Working Papers are generally presented and entertained.
The final product of a working paper is a Resolution. Resolutions aim to address a specific issue, and once passed, are the United Nations equivalent of a law. At some conferences (including UPMUNC) more than one Resolution can be presented, entertained and ratified. Note: Delegates must be careful to not pass contradictory Resolutions. Passing 1-3 Resolutions is acceptable. Typically, Chairs will urge delegates to collaborate and will not allow a committee to pass more than three Resolutions on a given agenda issue. 
Resolutions 
The sections of a resolution include the header, and then perambulatory clauses and finally operative clauses. The first word of each perambulatory clause is italicized. Operative clauses are always separated by semicolons, and the first words of operative clauses are underlined. 
1. Heading

The heading contains four pieces of information: the committee name, the sponsors (primary writers), the signatories (contributors/supporters), and the topic (not necessarily in that order depending on each individual conference’s rules).



The committee name and topic should be self-explanatory. The sponsors are the authors of the resolution. The signatories are other delegates in the committee who do not necessarily agree with the resolution but would like to see it debated. Most conferences require a minimum number or percentage of sponsors and signatories (or a combination of both) before a resolution can be presented as this encourages consensus-building. You will also notice some numbering (on the top right corner in the example). This is usually provided by the committee chair and is just a way to number the different resolutions — usually by the order they are received or approved — so that delegates can easily differentiate or reference them.
Perambulatory clauses have two purposes. The first is to lay out the problem or reason for the resolution and to give a brief history of the previous UN action on the issue. Pre-ambulatory clauses can include:

· Past UN resolutions, treaties, or conventions related to the topic

· Past regional, non-governmental, or national efforts in resolving this topic

· References to the UN Charter or other international frameworks and laws

· Statements made by the Secretary-General or a relevant UN body or agency

· General background info formation or facts about the topic, its significance, and its impact.
The clauses are separated with commas, with a period placed after the final clause. Each Perambulatory clause begins with a present tense continuous verb like the ones listed below.
Perambulatory verbs:
	Affirming    
	Aware    
	Concerned 



	Noting with regret


	Endorsing


	Having considered 



	Alarmed 


	Referring


	Stressing

	Deeply concerned


	Bearing in mind 


	Conscious 



	Reaffirming


	Grieved 


	Having received

	Realizing


	Reiterating 


	 Taking into account



	Emphasizing 


	Having regarded 


	Considering

	Appreciating


	Welcoming
	Determined

	Encouraging
	Deploring


	Recalling


3. Operative clauses
Operative clauses state the solutions that the sponsors of the resolution propose to resolve the issues. The operative clauses should address the issues specifically mentioned in the pre-ambulatory clauses above it.

It’s very simple to write an operative clause. First, take a solution that you want to include in the draft resolution. You then take that solution, combine it with an underlined operative phrase, and end it with a semicolon (the last operative clause ends with a period). Operative clauses are also numbered. This differentiates them from pre-ambulatory clauses, helps show logical progression in the resolution, and makes the operative clauses easy to refer to in speeches and comments.

Operative phrases
Accepts  

Affirms

Approves 

Asks Authorizes Calls for Calls upon Condemns 

Confirms 

Congratulates Considers Declares accordingly Designates

Draws the attention to

Emphasizes 

Encourages 

Endorses 

Expresses 

Expresses its appreciation Expresses its hope Further invites 

Further proclaims 

Further recommends Further reminds

 Further requests 

Further resolves 

Have resolved 

Notes 

Reaffirms 

Recommends 

Regrets 

Reminds 

Requests 

Resolves 

Solemnly affirms 

Strongly condemns 

Strongly Suggests 

Supports 

Takes note of 

Transmits 

Trusts Urges

Proclaims 


Adopts

  

Resolutions are voted upon by the committee and need a simple majority to pass 
There is a motion to close debate when sufficient debate has taken place debate takes place regarding the resolutions 

Amendments
Approved draft resolutions are modified through amendments. An amendment is a written statement that adds, deletes or changes an operative clause in a draft resolution. The amendment process is used to strengthen consensus on a resolution by allowing delegates to change the operative clauses (the pre-ambulatory clauses can not be modified). There are two types of amendments:

1. A friendly amendment is a change to the draft resolution that all sponsors agree with. After the amendment is signed by all of the draft resolution’s sponsors and approved by the committee chair, it will be automatically incorporated into the resolution.

2. An unfriendly amendment is a change that some or all of the draft resolution’s sponsors do not support and must be voted upon by the committee. This also refers to delegates who did not write this resolution at all but see potential in it as long as several changes are made to it. The sponsors of the amendment will need to obtain a certain number of signatories in order to introduce it. Prior to voting on the draft resolution, the committee votes on all unfriendly amendments.

Writing an amendment is very simple. All you have to do is make an operative clause that adds, deletes, or changes an operative clause in a draft resolution. Examples include:

· Adds an operative clause that reads “14. Encourages all Latin American countries to…”

· Deletes operative clause 9.

Changes operative clause 1 to read “1. Calls upon the Red Cross to provide low-cost medicines…”

Sample Resolution:
Header:
Resolution adopted by the General Assembly
[on the report of the Special Political and Decolonization Committee

(Fourth Committee) (A/64/407/Add.1)]
64/266. Comprehensive review of the whole question of

peacekeeping operations in all their aspects

Preambulatory:
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 2006 (XIX) of 18 February 1965 and all other relevant

resolutions,
Recalling in particular its resolution 63/280 of 8 May 2009,
Affirming that the efforts of the United Nations in the peaceful settlement of

disputes, including through its peacekeeping operations, are indispensable,
Convinced of the need for the United Nations to continue to improve its

capabilities in the field of peacekeeping and to enhance the effective and efficient

deployment of its peacekeeping operations,
Considering the contribution that all States Members of the United Nations

make to peacekeeping,
Noting the widespread interest in contributing to the work of the Special

Committee on Peacekeeping Operations expressed by Member States, in particular

troop-contributing countries,
Bearing in mind the continuous necessity of preserving the efficiency and

strengthening the effectiveness of the work of the Special Committee,

Operative:
1. Welcomes the report of the Special Committee on Peacekeeping

2. Endorses the proposals, recommendations and conclusions of the Special

Committee, contained in paragraphs 15 to 228 of its report;

3. Urges Member States, the Secretariat and relevant organs of the United

Nations to take all steps necessary to implement the proposals, recommendations

and conclusions of the Special Committee;

4. Reiterates that those Member States that become personnel contributors

to the United Nations peacekeeping operations in years to come or participate in the

future in the Special Committee for three consecutive years as observers shall, upon

request in writing to the Chairman of the Special Committee, become members at

the following session of the Special Committee;

5. Decides that the Special Committee, in accordance with its mandate,

shall continue its efforts for a comprehensive review of the whole question of

peacekeeping operations in all their aspects and shall review the implementation of

its previous proposals and consider any new proposals so as to enhance the capacity

of the United Nations to fulfil its responsibilities in this field;

6. Requests the Special Committee to submit a report on its work to the

General Assembly at its sixty-fifth session;

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its sixty-fifth session the

item entitled “Comprehensive review of the whole question of peacekeeping

operations in all their aspects”.
