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Belgrade International MUN 2014
By Keanna Voso
Marathon Traveling, Foreign Friends, and
Rakia
BIMUN 2014 is a special event
that brings university students from all
over the world to “The nightlife capital of
Eastern Europe” for four days of Model
United Nations discussions. For many
students, it is neither their first Model UN
competition nor their first time to Serbia.
Then there are a few people who have been
to a Model United Nations competition
before, but have never traveled to Serbia. I
fell into a unique category: a first timer for
both Model UN competitions and traveling
to Europe.
What is the most exciting part of
traveling? The food? The people? The
culture? I think most people can agree that
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&MUN 2014- Gettysburg in Williamsburg
By Josh Alley
The last weekend in March, a blue
van with Gettysburg College in white letters on the sides rolled south down I-95 to
Williamsburg Virginia. Twelve members of
the International Affairs Association were
on their way to William and Mary’s Second
Annual Model United Nations conference,
&MUN. High spirits was mixed with some
serious pre-conference napping as the
delegates conserved energy for the sprint
of the weekend.
Gettysburg College had delegates
in all of the committees at &MUN, which
ranged from Ancient Sparta to the United
Continued on page 6

Gettysburg Delegates at &MUN social
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“I am grateful that I
chose this path as it
has made a
signi icant impact
on my Gettysburg
College
experience.”

Delegates head
home from attending the Belegrade MUN Conference.
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Letter from President Tana Giraldo
Dear Reader,
I hope you enjoy this year’s Ambassador! If you are a prospective or current student wondering if becoming involved is worth it, I hope you are persuaded after reading.
It has been an unquestionably incredible year for Gettysburg’s International Affairs Association. In total, we attended three domestic conferences (Yale, Georgetown, and William
& Mary) as well as one international in Belgrade, Serbia. We
also chaired a committee titled Lincoln’s Cabinet. For the irst
time in the history of this club, we were the leaders rather than
those attending. Of all the four years I have been an active participant I can honestly say I have never seen such a large, active
and dedicated membership.
This year, the executive board decided to focus on several aspects that I believe are the reason why we have been so
successful this year. Beginning with outreach and public relation efforts, we constantly encouraged underclassmen to become involved and apply for conferences. Devoted to getting
the word out, we now have a multitude of irst years and sophomores that will be the future of IAA. The second was an increased effort in training and encouraging students to be active
delegates at all the conferences we attend. With an unprecedented amount of applications I was excited to extend our
budget in order to allow more people to attend.
President Tana (right)
Certainly it was the cumulative work of everyone in the club that made this possible. Faced with unexpected situations where we could have been impeded from achieving
our goals, IAA confronted all the challenges and created
solutions that to our surprise were better than the original
plans. We brought home awards as well as stories and
friendships none of us will forget.
Bittersweet as it is to write this letter, I am grateful
that I chose this path as it has made a signi icant impact on
my Gettysburg College experience. Four years ago I attended a Model UN Conference for the irst time. To be honest,
as interesting as debate can be I decided to become part of
the executive board and continue to attend because of the
connections and meaningful conversations I had at these
conferences with both the Gettysburg delegation as well as
the other participants. At Serbia’s Model United Nations
Association Conference this spring I connected with people
I know I will stay in touch with, and even if I don’t I will
treasure those memories forever. It hit me as I was debating issues about security and
development in Africa how far I had come. I was no longer afraid to speak publically; I
spoke with con idence and affected the outcome of our resolution paper more than I had
ever done before. Chances are you will encounter someone in this club that represented a
historical character at a Crisis Committee (who probably wore a toga), or maybe a ictional character in a committee such as the Hunger Games, or somehow aided in combatting world hunger by ighting for funds in the Human Rights Council. Whatever it may be,
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Letter from the President Cont.

This picture is
from Tana’s irst
MUN experience
in 2010

those skills will make all
of us a better employee,
speaker, and leader. I

encourage all
of you to continue
your
commitment
to this club
and see how
far it will take
you. This club
has impacted
me in ways
that I cannot
describe and because of
that I see the world in a
different way. I chal-

lenge you to be fearless
and take on the Model
UN world or lead discussion at our weekly
meetings. Thank you all
for all the memories IAA
and please enjoy this
journal!
Sincerely,
Tana Giraldo
President of IAA 13‐‘14

Current News on the North Korean Death Penalty
By Kevin Bielicki
Over the past 40 years, the
North Korean government
has idly watched many
nations world wide abolish capital punishment
because it is viewed as
inhumane. North Korea as
a nation also recognizes
that UN General Assembly
has called for a moratorium on executions. Regardless of this however, the
North Korean government
will not let up on its use of
capital punishment charges due to the it’s anxiety
that its citizens may no
longer fear the government.
The North Korean
government understands
that the UN General Assembly has had many issues with the DPRK's way
of dealing with capital
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punishment in the past. In
2008 a resolution was
passed allowing for human rights (including
public execution) to be
reexamined by the North
Korean government.
North Korea also does not
agree that they as a nation
have violated any human
rights acts and they claim
that any Human Rights
violations involving Japan,
America, and South Korea
are already been dealt
with.
The DPRK also
claims they are talking
with the UN about dealing
with executions. Yet
North Korea is still a developing nation and will
not bend to the will of other impressing nations.
They are not part of the

EU or other organizations
that have already abolished the issue of executions. They are their own
nation and believe that
other countries need to
respect them as such and
let their government decide what they believe is
best for their country.

Kim Jong Un
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IAA by Maddie Brown
I am a freshman here at
Gettysburg College. Back
in the fall, I was a naı̈ve
little newbie looking for
opportunities to get involved in. I saw several
posters hung around the
campus in the early
weeks of the fall semester; they read: “International Affairs Association/Model U.N.”
and provided a date and time for the weekly meetings. As a
prospective Political Science and International Affairs dual
major, I thought “This would be the perfect club for me to
join in order to learn all about the world!”
Not quite knowing what to expect, I walked into the
irst meeting nervous, yet anxious. But upon entering the
room I saw 10 to 15 fellow students with carefree smiles on
their faces, some already chatting with a friend about a current problem in the Middle East. I took a seat, and people
actually illed in around me, unlike the typical freshman scenario of not knowing anyone. After the introduction of club
of icers, the President gave an overview of the organization
and what it offers Gettysburg students.

Nerding-Out at IAA
By Kelsey Meisch

Kelsey (in orange) discussing lobbying for her
cause at &MUN.

Nerding-out. That statement is likely the best way to describe International Affairs Association (IAA). There are usual negative connotations associated with the word nerd,
however nerding-out has de initely become an agreeable
phrase. IAA allows all individuals to pick a topic and express
their opinion in a discussion-based session thus enabling
them to nerd-out. From the ethics of chemical gas in Syria to
the Keystone Pipeline, a myriad of dialects are to be heard.
Even if an individual does not know much about the topic
being discussed, listening to the conversation truly generates
a better collective overview of international affairs.
As a First Year student at Gettysburg College, IAA accepted
me the moment I walked through the door of the irst meeting. Although speaking during the irst discussion may have
been somewhat dif icult, I was met with encouragement
THE
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So there I was, showing up, every Thursday night in
Weidensall. A consistent 20 to 30 students, of sundry backgrounds, met to debate a pressing topic facing a given nation or region of the world. We vote on topics to discuss,
then the following week we ask questions and give solutions to the problems challenging that area. Upperclassmen
and freshmen alike feed bundles of information they
learned or have read. We debate and discuss our opinions
regarding the actions of certain nations. I keep going simply
because I learn so much! When I attend an IAA meeting, I
learn even more than I could possibly read about an issue.
Today, I feel comfortable voicing my opinion at
meetings. To have an overview of what we will be discussing, I have even started to read articles beforehand as a kind
of brie ing on the topic.
IAA was a new experience for me. My high school
did not have Model U.N. or even a debate team. But, I realize
that attending these meetings can only help me in my pursuit of an International Affairs major. And what’s more, the
people that attend along with me are incredibly knowledgeable, friendly, and supportive. This is a club that I will no
doubt be involved with in the next 3 years here at Gettysburg.

from the group. Group socials and casual chats occur easily,
as the members of IAA have become close peers that I enjoy
talking with inside and outside of the club. IAA has really
come to help me ind my focus for what I want my studies to
entail at Gettysburg College and I am positive that it can do
the same for others.
As the year progressed, new members joined weekly- each
bringing their out spunk and background knowledge to the
table. People from various ethnic, social, racial and economic
classes come together on the wonderful day of Thursday to
discuss worldly topics; it’s not a thing to miss. IAA greatly
contributes to Gettysburg College’s desire to make it students more curious, a more informed citizen, encourages
differences, such as through opinions, and helps individuals
get involved in the Gettysburg, national and international
community.
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A Shining Piece of the Puzzle
By: Bowen Yang

Joining IAA is one of the decisions
that, when looking back after graduation, I think I will never regret.
As an international student traveling
from China to the U.S for the irst time,
everything seemed new and exciting. I
was encompassed by the colorful and
fancy “American things” and couldn’t
wait to dive into everything two years
ago as a freshman. I quickly realized
however, that I was not being true to
myself when I was almost forcing myself to do what is popular in order to
understand and assimilate into American culture. That was when I started
re lecting on my self-identity. Who I
am actually? What de ines me? What
do I want to learn from here?
It is true to me that “follow your
heart” really works. I began inding
and reconstructing the pieces of a lost
puzzle called Bowen Yang in this new
environment, Gettysburg College in
America, and I knew that I could accomplish it only if I still remain true to
myself while embracing the different
and the new. Luckily, I found a very
important piece of the puzzle: IAA.
I have always enjoyed learning about
different cultures and examining them
through a condensed lens: politics.
How history, geography, economic
and everything in the past comes to
the surface of where these countries

are today,
what they
are doing
with it and
where they
are going
in the future.
In
class, being
Chinese often
allows me
to provide
a different
perspective and I
have gradually come to understand the American way of thinking. Outside of class,
fortunately IAA was pushing me even
further. I met many passionate peers
who are enthusiastic and expressive
about international affairs and world
issues. We got to meet weekly to look
at the events that are happening recently and discuss a major topic. I
even went to the Model United Nation
Conference with my peers in IAA this
semester in the College of William and
Mary. Seeing the power dynamics be-

ing created out of mere simulation and
how it was shaped by every decision
and word, I understood the potential
difference everyone can make regardless of the resources owned; interacting with wonderful peers, I saw a
wonderful America and a more wonderful world.
And all of these amazing experiences
have sharpened my communication
skills and strengthened my con idence. Accumulated exposure to and
engagement with this dimension of
reality that otherwise would be vague
broadened my horizons and gave me a
bigger picture of the world. More importantly, I am very much enjoying
everything with the IAA because it is
me. Coming all the way from China to
America, I am still the girl who loves
diversity, differences and international affairs, and I am so happy to be able
to relate to IAA on that. Since joining
IAA last year as a sophomore, I have
grown so much as person, and I know
I will continue to learn from and make
contributions to IAA in the future.
Thank you IAA. Thank you all my
amazing friends in IAA. You guys have
made all the difference.

Top Left: The Gettysburg Delegation at a conference social.
Bottom right: Bowen (representing Mali) in her committee.
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&MUN 2014- Gettysburg in Williamsburg (Cont)

Josh (in gray) voting
on an important issue
in his committee

THE

Nations Security Council and Transnistra. In case you’re wondering, Transnistra is a
breakaway province of Moldova and the setting of the debate for the Ad-Hoc committee.
As could be imagined, chaos resulted in that particular simulation, and I blame the Russians. Delegates also strove to address issues such as a deadly disease unleashed by terrorist in the United States National Security Council, security in East Asia in the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization, and how best to deviously support the reelection campaign of
Richard Nixon in the Committee for the Reelection of the President.
I took on the mantle of the American representative on the Security Council for
the weekend, and we had the unenviable task of addressing the dif iculties presented by
drug traf icking, particularly the in luence of Latin American cartels on weak states in
West Africa. As I strove
to faithfully represent
the positions of the US,
several things quickly
leapt out of the debate at
me. First, it was dif icult
to maintain a perfectly
consistent stance on the
myriad issues presented
by the simulation. I went
from unilaterally slapping sanctions on Guinea
Bissau for being a puppet
of the cartels to cautioning Brazil from unilaterally invading Colombia in
an attempt to secure
their border. Managing a
superpower’s
foreign
policy, even in a limited
situation, is complex and
full of contradictions. Second, it was clear that the issue of drug cartels and their deep
economic, social and political roots is a thorny issue, especially for a 25 college students
in the hyperactively condensed environment of a MUN conference. Any problem that
ends with the US and China invading Russia was clearly either unfathomably dif icult or
poorly managed by the plethora of competing interests on the Security Council. I’m going
to go with the latter of those options.
&MUN was also a great weekend socially, as we got to know other delegates
from schools that had come from coast to coast. One of the advantages of MUN is that
you can compete hard in committee and then step out for lunch at a great sub shop with
the same delegates whom you were just battling. Saturday night was a highlight as we
went for barbeque and then met with other delegations at The Crust to talk, dance, and
relax well. Sleep was sacri iced for such endeavors in a perfectly acceptable exchange of
hours.
It is a rare event that is loaded with intense debate and competition, great people, tasty food, and a side charity competition between committees, but that was &MUN
this year. A great time was had by all, and the Gettysburg College IAA continued to build
towards a promising future on the MUN circuit. The delegation undoubtedly gained valuable debate skills and learned a little more about some issues and the dilemmas that
faced decision makers both past and present. Model UN is full of peculiar joys and challenges, and &MUN II encapsulated that mix brilliantly.
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&MUN Fun
By Micaela Edelson
This year I had the honor of attending The College
of William and Mary’s Model United Nations Conference,
&MUN II. Although I do not have much experience in Model
UN, I had an amazing time and I learned a lot about MUN. I
was in the Gerousia committee, a council of elders in Sparta in 480 B.C. discussing domestic and foreign policies in
wake of the Second Persian invasion. The director divided
the committee into four families and encouraged collaboration within the family. It was very unique because they
had pre-established coalitions for us. However, these alliances did not last long when two independent movements
occurred almost consecutively. The irst was the creation
of a new family: the Indepentius family, while the second
was a succession from Sparta altogether. I was in the latter
movement and I succeeded from Sparta and helped to create a new Grecian city-state: Messapolis. The chair was
very accommodating and created a Joint Crisis Committee
(JCC) where two committees worked with one crisis staff
and one’s actions affected the other. I absolutely loved the

JCC, because the new committee was a lot smaller than the
original committee and I felt encouraged.
Beyond the actual conference, I had an incredible
time bonding with the Gettysburg delegation. The atmosphere of the trip changed a lot from the bumpy and long car
ride down, when I was sandwiched in between two people
in the very back of a van. But as the trip progressed, I was
able to bond with every member of the delegation and I
enjoyed myself. From Lincoln Fitch running down the hallway screaming “I am the sixteenth president” at the hotel to
Josh Alley teaching Dirk Chau how to do the ‘bernie’ to
Bowen Yang stopping to take a picture at every opportunity, I think everybody who attended the event made memorable experiences.

My &MUN
By Tom Segerstrom
This past week I went to &MUN II, the
second annual Model UN conference at the College of William & Mary in Virginia. Twelve Gettysburgians went down to the conference to
simulate various roles on the USNSC, With this
Sword or On It, Gerousia 480 BC, an Ad-Hoc
committee about Transnistria, the Shanghai
Economic Organization, the UNSC, and the
Committee to Reelect the President, 1971.
Along with Lincoln Fitch, and Kelsey
Meisch, I spent time working on the Committee
to Reelect the President, 1971. As is with anyone’s irst MUN conference, I had a lot to learn
about what kind of directives and decisions I
make with crisis and other committee members. My pro ile was James McCord CRP’s security coordinator who, in real life, was caught
red-handed in the Watergate break-in in 1972.
In committee, however I was accused and cen-

The Gettysburg College Delegation ready to go for their
first day at &MUN.
sured for conspiracy and money laundering along with one other. I
learned that there is de initely a committee dynamic at MUN conferences that involve making under cover deals, and compromises to
accomplish things.
Compared to the other committees at &MUN II, the Committee to Reelect the President, 1971 may appear at irst to be unrelated
to foreign policy and world politics, but I found that as time went on
world politics became a big issue in committee. During Nixon’s
reelection bid, Israel had disputes with the Arabs. Also, the war in
Vietnam was still a large issue in the USA since Nixon promised to end
the war but it was still going on in 1972. Overall, &MUN was a lot of
fun, and I hope to go back at some point during my years here at Gettysburg.
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By: Kathryn Fodale
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Lincoln Fitch (right)
impersonates
Abraham Lincoln at
the Gettysburg
College Lincoln
Committee at PUNC

For the irst time in the history of the Gettysburg
MUN club, we had the honor of organizing and
running a Cabinet at a Model UN conference. This
cabinet was a historical simulation of Lincoln’s
cabinet during the Civil War and was run during
Penn State University’s conference. We were
fearlessly lead by Lincoln Fitch (who coincidently played Lincoln). Josh Alley was crisis director,
and Nate Hill, Matt Bajkowski, Dirk Chau, and I
were on crisis staff.
It was a huge undertaking which required hours
of prep work as we brainstormed and researched military, political, and economical crises. By the time the actual conference arrived, we
were ready to give an authentic and excellent
simulation. We even got authentic Civil War
garb from the college! Matt got so into it, he grew
his facial hair to look like MacClellen.
All the preparation was not done in vain. Throughout the weekend, we quickly came
up with crises. Some of the highlights were: Nate Hill as the french ambassador, the
French and British take-over of California and Washington, and a crazy Mexican who
ran in speaking Spanish. Though this was a historical simulation, we did a good balance at sticking to the historic narrative, improvising, and having fun—all important
factors for a crisis cabinet.
Doing this also helped all of us gain an understanding and appreciation for Model UN
from a different angle. We saw what distinguishes delegates, the preparation needed
for a cabinet, and how to grow as delegates.

Right: The Cabinet
members gather in
front of the
committee building for
a picture.
Left: Two cabinet
members dress in
traditional civil war
era uniforms.
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BIMUN (continued)

The Gettysburg Delegation at a BIMUN social event.
a 10-hour plane ride is NOT the best
part. But when you are traveling with
new and awesome friends, even 10
hours on a giant piece of metal floating through the air can be fun. After
landing safely and getting to the hotel,
everyone was excited to get a full
night of sleep. That however, was not
the case for the Gettysburg College
BIMUN delegation. Instead, we
woke up early the next morning to
travel and work hard to prepare for
the conference.
My first and last MUN experience was amazing. As a senior, I
completely regret not joining IAA as
a freshman, but I’m glad I got to be a
part of it for my last year. My
BIMUN experience was almost indescribable. During the day, everyone
was dedicated to debating important
UN topics, but at night, everyone was
even more dedicated to having fun
and making new friends. By the end
of the four-day conference, every
committee passed a resolution and
may have also shed a tear for the conference being over. BIMUN brought
together students from all corners of

Shots of Rakia, singing and dancing
with new friends, and traditional Serbian food made the night fun, but the
hardest part was when it was time to
say goodbye. I am so thankful for my
experience, and I wish every single
day that I had another opportunity to
participate in BIMUN.
So now I have officially become a world traveler with awesome
old and new friends (Tana, John, Maja, Betsy, and Gabe). The food, the
architecture, the history, and of course
the drinks made the trips to Budapest
and Belgrade so special. Everyone
tried something new on the trip,
whether it was enjoying Rakia on a
walking tour in Belgrade, sampling
the traditional Hungarian dishes, taking advantage of the midafternoon
coffee breaks, or having a brief love
interest with a foreigner.

the world to not only discuss global
issues we are facing today, but to also
become lifelong friends.
The last night in Belgrade
could be described as bittersweet.

The Prince Michael Monument in Republic Square in downtown
Belgrade, Serbia.
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How YOU can get
involved with
International Affairs at
Gettysburg College:

Delegates out for
dinner in downtown Georgetown.

1.) Participate in the International Affairs Association, Model UN, and the
International Club!
2.) Keep up-to-date with current events by watching the news, reading a newspaper or magazine, and talking with people about what is going on in the world.
3.) Attend campus lectures relating to international affairs
4.) Take classes with an international-focus (human rights, foreign languages, politics, religion, culture, etc.) – Gettysburg has lot to offer!
5.) Consider majoring/double-majoring in Globalization Studies and International
Affairs.
6.) Study Abroad! Over half of your fellow classmates already do so for at least a
semester.

Putin Watch
By Betsy Atkinson

Vladimir Putin did not make very many friends this year in the international community. With the start of the 2014 Winter Olympic Games, Putin’s credibility decreased substantially.
The games started with athletes and reporters alike twitting, instagramming, and reporting on the
lack of preparedness in hosting the 2014 games. Whether it be from no clean water or half built
walls and no divider between toilet stalls, the Olympics were not off to a great start, and the world
blamed Putin. It was said that he should have known that a small beach town cannot build the faTrying the local food is
cilities to hold over 5,000 people for only two weeks of use, and the environmental and economic
one of the best reasons
impact would not be worth it. Putin, of course, ignored all of these notes.
to travel.
But it didn’t stop there and neither did Putin. After the Winter Olympics went off with
out a hitch, Putin still has the worlds eyes on him, which were not to his bene it for what happened next. The country of Ukraine was in political turmoil due to a recent
election. This caused the state of Crimea to be annexed from the rest of the
country. Putin then used this to place forces on the border between Crimea and Russia. Putin’s placement of forces and the political turmoil in
Ukraine caused much attention put on the actions of those countries. The
Great Russian Nationalism was reawakened in the Russian people and
those who support Putin and Russia.
The European Union then opted to place a number of sanctions on
the mighty Russian Federation. This however did not solve the problems
facing the country. In the past few days more cities like Donetsk chose to
hold a referendum. The capital buildings of the city Donetsk were seized a
rebel coalition who are in favor of good relations with Russia.
The NCSC team waits durThe world is now watching to see how this situation will pan out and if this will
ing the Opening ceremonies.
lead to Russia continuing its search for power and land in Eastern Europe and if the
smaller states will be able to stand up for themselves or if the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) will intervene.
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IAA Word Search
By Betsy Atkinson
D E L B Z I O C A B K Y S E L
E K I M J O N G U N R N U A O
V V X B M A P H C P O R N G B
E R E N A V K Z T I O O U P A
L M N L L O Y A T P I S X S M
O O I A Q W L A E T O M E D A

Part of the NCSC Delegation snap a picture before
enjoying lunch.

P S A P H S N A A R U M U Y W
M A R C R D N N E I U E Y Z D
E K K M E U R R P C S S Y Y M
N F U T N E G W E U O R S L F
T S I I T I U L M T T N A I S
S N O N G L O B A L T I O E A
U N I S C I P M Y L O I N M L
S Y R I A L B H C E S F W D Y

Belgrade at night.

A I S Y A L A M C Y P V S T L
DEVELOPMENT
ECONOMY
EUROPEANUNION
GLOBAL
INTERNATIONAL
ISRAEL
KIMJONGUN
MALAYSIA

OBAMA
OLYMPICS
PUTIN
RUSSIA
SYRIA
TWITTER
UKRAINE
UNITEDNATIONS

Gettysburg Delegate Betsy
Atkinson (far right) helps present a military proposal to
her committee.

INTERNATIONAL
AFFAIRS
ASSOCIATION
EMAIL:

IAA_EXEC@CNAV.GETTYSBURG.EDU
WEBSITE: HTTP://
WWW.GETTYSBURG.EDU/ABOUT/
OFFICES/COLLEGE_LIFE/OSA/ORGS/IAA/
INDEX.DOT
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